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RC® is a key pillar of ICCA

• The International Council of Chemical Associations 
(ICCA) is the Worldwide Voice of the Chemical 
Industry, representing chemical manufacturers and 
producers all over the world. 

• ICCA and its member associations (ACC-CEFIC-JCIA, 
ABIQUIM, etc), federations (ESSENCIA, IUC, VCI,) 
and companies (BASF, Solvay, Dow…) are working 
together to pave the way towards a more 
sustainable future and ensure the safety and 
protection of human health and the environment.
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(Chair) - Seth Roberts, Dow (vice 
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2014 Responsible Care® Global Charter

More informations in Annex 1
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Main RCLG objective is Capacity Building

As of May 2017:
62 RCLG 
Members 
Associations

Since ICCM1 in 2006, ICCA has provided capacity building support for 172 projects 
in 46 countries, totaling more than US$1.8 million by 2015.

Details  at; History capacity building since 2006; more than 170 local workshops

https://www.icca-chem.org/

https://www.icca-chem.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Capacity-Building-March2017-hr.pdf
https://www.icca-chem.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Capacity-Building-Mar28.pdf
https://www.icca-chem.org/
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Why no unique global RC® code? 

• RC is at the Chemistry, what traffic
codes are at the road transport

• Each country develops its own national 
traffic code 

• They are all different, but all are 
achieving the same goal, regardless if 
left or right hand driving: drive safely

• Most countries/chemical associations 
develop their own RC management 
framework, but achieving the same
goal: manage chemicals safely
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C A E R Pollution 

Prevention
Process Safety Distribution

Employee Health 

and Safety

Product 

Stewardship
Security 

The example of the American Chemical Council 7 RC© Codes
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Community Awareness and Emergency Response Code

CAER Code

-Initiate/maintain a community outreach program to 
openly communicate relevant and useful information. 
-Develop an emergency response plan.
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Pollution Prevention Code

-Reduce the amount of all contaminants and pollutants 
released to the air, water and land.
-Reduce the amount of wastes generated at facilities. 
-Manage the remaining wastes and releases.
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Process Safety Code 

Prevent fires, explosions and accidental chemical releases.
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Distribution Code 

Reduce the risk that the transportation and storage of 
chemicals poses to the public, carriers, customers, contractor 
and company employees, and to the environment.
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Employee Health and Safety Code 

Protect and promote the health and safety of 
people working at sites or visiting member 
company work sites.
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Product Stewardship Code 

Manage the products safely and with minimal 
environmental impact at each stage in their life cycle.
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Security Code 

Manage the security of the physical site, the supply chain 
and the IT systems and process controls.
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SAICM, a department of UN Environment

The Strategic Approach to International 
Chemicals Management (SAICM) is a 
multistakeholder initiative to voluntarily 
help countries manage chemicals within 
their borders to reduce their harmful impact 
on human health and the environment. 

ICCA/RCLG collaborates with SAICM, which
is a UN Environment policy framework

More informations in 
Annex 2 & 3
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The RC® Link with Sustainability

?

RC IS THE NECESSARY BUT NOT 
SUFFICIENT PART OF SD
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?

RC® is a vital foundation for sustainability
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Building a house starts with the begining
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What if not starting with the beginning?

RC just as a house foundation, they
are not the most visible, the most
funny and fancy thinks to do, but 
you better dedicate full means to 
perform it the best you can before
starting to raise the 1st wall…

RC® is a vital foundation for 
sustainability

RC® is the necessary but not 
sufficient condition to achieve

chemical sustainability
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Responsible Care® 

Contributions to the SDGs according to ICCA/RCLG

3 ENSURE HEALTHY LIVES AND PROMOTE WELL-BEING FOR ALL AT ALL AGES
Protect workers and local community by applying the RC programme and improve health and 
safety down the supply chain by implementing the GPS as a product stewardship tool

6 ENSURE ACCESS TO WATER AND SANITATION FOR ALL
Reduce water consumption and apply an efficient water treatment of sewages

8 PROMOTE INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH, EMPLOYMENT 
AND DECENT WORK FOR ALL

9 BUILD RESILIENT INFRATRUCTURES, PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE 
INDUSTRIALIZATION AND FOSTER INNOVATION
Promote best practises and knowledge sharing

12 ENSURE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION PATTERNS
Implement management policies through a series of systems, codes, policies or guidance 
documents to assist companies achieve better performance.

15 SUSTAINABLY MANAGE FORESTS, COMBAT DESERTIFICATION, HALT AND 
REVERSE LAND DEGRADATION, HALT BIODIVERSITY LOSS
Multi stakeholder knowledge sharing

17 REVITALIZE THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Strengthen a risk-based chemical management system and participate in capacity building for 
safe management of chemicals
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The Chemical industry is a solution provider

• ICCA GLOBAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

https://www.icca-chem.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Chemical-Industry-Contributions-to-the-UN-Sustainable-Development-Goals.pdf
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Is RC becoming inessential? 

 Our ability to innovate and contribute to a sustainability 

agenda will fall flat if we don’t continue to dedicate ourselves 

to safely managing our operations and products through 

Responsible Care.  

 Just as an example; a company CSR cannot replace HR, same 

way you cannot replace RC with sustainability.  

 As we move towards a sustainable economy and tackle things 

like Industry 4.0, Responsible Care will remain the 

foundation of our industry’s contributions – by establishing 

strong practices for our environmental, health, safety, and 

security performance for facilities, processes and products 

throughout the value chain – and committing to continuously 

improve these practices.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industry_4.0
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Chemical manufacturers have an outsized 
role in the sustainable development debate 
because (chemical) sustainability cannot 
happen without us (Responsible Care®).  
But, we (as industry) must operate as though 
we are sitting in the driver’s seat accepting 
and leading in this critical role, as opposed to 
being comfortable to go along for the ride. 

CONCLUSION



Responsible Care® Leadership Group (RCLG)

INTERNATIONAL

COUNCIL OF

CHEMICAL

ASSOCIATIONS

Thank You for your Attention!
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 2 : SAICM’s qualitative objectives

SAICM aims at ensuring the sound management of chemicals throughout their life 
cycle. There are no specific reduction targets or quantitative goals. 
• Reducing the risk to human health and the environment associated with 

chemicals
• Ensuring that knowledge and information about chemicals and chemicals 

management are sufficient to enable chemicals to be adequately assessed and 
managed safely throughout their life cycle

• Promoting appropriate governance of chemicals through actions such as 
domestic enforcement of laws, coordination between relevant departments that 
deal with chemicals, and inclusion of a variety of stakeholders, such as civil 
society, in domestic processes

• Building capacity in developing and transitional economies to safely manage 
chemicals

• Fostering technical cooperation on how to manage chemicals safely
• Preventing illegal international traffic in chemicals, a potential problem in 

countries that lack effective management strategies
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ANNEX 3: ICCA RCLG and SAICM 2020 Milestones

The global chemical industry paves the way towards sound
chemicals management and sustainability


